Poverty Elimination Bill Introduced!

On Thursday, June 17, NDP MP Tony Martin tabled private member’s Bill C-545,
An Act to Eliminate Poverty in Canada. Not only does this bill speak to a
tremendous need in this country, it also reflects significant civil society consultation
and multi-party collaboration. Congratulations to Mr. Martin, and thanks to MPs Mike
Savage (Liberal) and Yves Lessard (Bloc) for their support of this legislative initiative.

Built on a strong human rights framework, the bill emphasizes income security,
housing and social inclusion as core priorities. “The purpose of this Act is to impose
on the federal government the obligation to eliminate poverty and promote social
inclusion by establishing and implementing a strategy for poverty elimination in
consultation with the provincial, territorial, municipal and Aboriginal governments and
with civil society organizations.”

The introduction of Bill C-545 marks a significant step towards fulfilling the second
goal of the Dignity Campaign (a federal poverty elimination act). The campaign and all
of its supporters now have the summer to begin rallying public awareness of and
support for the Bill, prior to its reading in the fall legislative session!
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